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FUEL YOUR LAMBS,
RIGHT FROM THE START™

A natural solution for optimized young animal health. DOSTO® Oregano
is a feed intake, digestion and growth promoter

The addition of oregano in milk replacer reduces scours and other
treatment needs, with no withdrawal time and less dehydration

Contact us today to learn how milk replacer with DOSTO® Oregano
can fuel your lambs
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N’ewesletter Policy

Hard copies of Newesletter will

be mailed to all producers who
have purchased CSIP tags and
paid check-off within the last two
years. Producers who have not
purchased tags within the last

two years will be removed from
our mailing list, but may continue
receiving hard copies in the mail
for $25 + GST, paid annually. Please
contact the office for an invoice.
ALP offers each issue of Newesletter
on our website for free access: link:
https://ablamb.ca/index.php/
news-advertising/n-ewesletter
.ALP continually strives to
responsibly use check-off dollars to
benefit Lambs producers in Alberta.

N'ewesletter is published by the
Alberta Lambs Producers. Opinions
expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect those of Alberta Lambs
Producers, the Board of Directors
orits

officers.

When reprinting articles from
N'ewesletter, credit must be given
to the ALP and/or the author,
ifapplicable. No changes may

be made without ALP’s, or the
author’s, written permission.
Alberta Lambs Producers does not
endorse or promote any of the
advertisements or advertisers in the
Newesletter.

For full Advertising Terms and
Conditions see the Media Kit at
http://www.ablamb.ca/
index.php/news-advertising/
advertising

Alberta Lamb Producers "mi=a

(

Phone: 403-948-8533

Email: info@ablamb.ca
Websites: www.ablamb.ca and
www.albertalamb.ca

Message From the Vice Chair

We have had quite the winter here with lots of snow and
big fluctuations in temperature. For lamb producers, it can
be a game of chance to lamb in the winter, especially if you
don't have a facility large enough for all the ewes to be
inside. Previously, | have only lambed in the spring. While
learning the ins and outs of lambing, | thought it best to
be a “fair weather” farmer and try to beat the odds against
weather-related lamb death by lambing during warmer
days in May. This year | decided | was ready to try winter
lambing. | put a group of 30 Suffolk cross ewes in with my
Suffolk ram in August for lambs in December/January so my
daughter could have some homegrown 4-H lambs for the
first time. Apparently the hot, dry August weather was not
conducive to breeding, as only 11 of my 30 ewes caught.
While frustrating at the time, this meant | was easily able
to fit the bred ewes into my barn for a month and a half while lambing and mothering up, which
helped the lambs stay alive. This first small group all lambed unassisted, surprising for first timers!
| finished the group at the beginning of February and got ready for my big group to start in March.
This group has 70 ewes in it this year, mostly all matures, so | thought it would be a nice, easy group.
Things didn’t start out well when the first ewe | thought was lambing turned out to be prolapsing.
| putin a ewe spoon and hoped it wasn't a sign of how the group was going to go. There would be
three more vaginal prolapses, a stillborn lamb, and a dead lamb from hypothermia which | didn't
catch quick enough. And we are only one week in. | am planning to get on an accelerated lambing
schedule, so this first winter lambing is a step towards that. Even though it has been a new and
challenging learning curve, it's been a good move. | always say how much | love farming because
no two days are ever the same and even the hard days are good ones because | learn something. I'll
leave you with this thought from the author, Neil Gaiman:

“Make glorious, amazing mistakes. Make mistakes nobody’s ever made before. Don't freeze, don’t
stop, don't worry that it isn't good enough, or it isn’t perfect, whatever it is: art, or love, or work or
family or life.”

Hoping for an early spring and fewer glorious mistakes!

Sincerely,

Jondan Allen
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From Your Director

ALP Board of Directors: ALP operates under the direction of
a seven-member Board of Directors. The directors are Alberta
sheep producers who are elected to represent the industry by
fellow producers. Each issue of “N'ewesletter” includes messages
from a selection of the ALP Directors. If you have questions
or concerns about issues affecting the sheep industry or ALP
activities, please feel free to contact any of the Board members.
They look forward to hearing from you and want to work with
you to build a stronger industry in Alberta. Director contact
information is available on page 28 and on the ALP website
www.ablamb.ca/index.php/about-alp/contact.

From Niki Schieck

March in Alberta. It is a tricky
month for sheep farmers because
you never know what the weather
is going to be like, your feed bills
run high, most producers aren’t
selling many animals, bills run
high, and many of us have either
been lambing since January, or are
getting ready to start. No matter
what your operation is like, it is
a stressful time for all livestock
farmers and ranchers.

I'll be honest; normally | am inspired about topics to write
for the N'ewesletter, and | love talking about unique ideas
connected to the industry, but this time around I've been
struggling. As it's my last term on the ALP board, | feel I'm
putting a lot of pressure on myself to leave you with an article
that will resonate with you, help educate you, and possibly
help you look at things with a new perspective. | had some
ideas bouncing around in my head, including the use of barn
cameras, adapting and overcoming issues with your flock,
trying new technology on the farm, elevating record keeping,
etc. But | finally landed on a topic that | believe has a stigma
around it, and isn't discussed enough between farmers, even
though it affects at minimum one in three of us.

Did you know that according to the latest research, 58% of
Canadian farmers are experiencing anxiety, 45% are highly
stressed, 35% are experiencing depression, 40% of us are
unwilling to seek professional help, and 33% of farmers have
had thoughts of suicide in the last 12 months? In addition, 52%
of rural adults and 61% of farmers/farm workers have been
experiencing more stress and mental health challenges as
compared to the previous year. Even with these high statistics,
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as an industry we still struggle to bring ourselves to talk openly
about the state of our mental health.

Since the beginning of time, farmers have dealt with
higher stress on a daily basis than people in almost any other
livelihood, industry or profession. But as times have changed,
so have the stress factors of farming. Weather, diseases,
problems at lambing/calving time, and unstable markets have
always affected agriculture and farming, but in the modern age
farmers are bombarded from every side, facing new and intense
challenges never thought possible 50 years ago, challenges that
many are struggling to handle. Between the carbon tax making
every aspect of farming more expensive, “experts” saying that
we are ruining the planet, governments making rules and
regulations that dictate how we operate when they have never
stepped foot on a farm, let alone pulled a full day’s work and
walked a mile in our shoes, the sheer cost of buying land and
equipment now, to animal activists and PETA misrepresenting
how we raise and care for our livestock - the list goes on
and on. To make matters worse, social media ensures that all
of this is in our faces day in and day out. On top of it all, we
traditionally take the “suck it up and power through” approach
without talking about how things are affecting us on the inside.
Whether you are a man or a woman, farming requires a strong
will and mental toughness, but some things are not meant to
tough out, and in many cases can be downright dangerous.

This winter was hard for me. | had a change in jobs back in
the fall, and even in a part time job | was run off my feet, and
still struggling to cover the feed bill with the cost of everything
this year, along with stressing over some health issues in my
flock. Then in January my hubby took a camp job up north
(it was a tough choice but necessary one) and was gone for a
month at a time, leaving me with lambing season, chores, work
and some personal health issues to handle on my own. It was
at that point that | started to cut myself off from my friends
and interact significantly less on social media. | struggled with
focusing on anything other than the livestock, had a noticeable
change in my appetite and eating habits, experienced changes
in sleep patterns and was exhausted all the time. Finally, it took
a fellow sheep producer and friend to notice the change in my
behaviour and start a conversation with me, while sharing their
own concerns, before | realized how far | had slipped. But this
story isn’t about me, although if | can use my experience to
help others then it's worth sharing. My friend recognized my
behaviour because they had gone through it themselves, and
after doing some research on mental health in agriculture, |
plan on paying it forward.

After talking to some other producers and directors, ALP has
recognized that people in the Ag industry need easy access to
mental health support, so we have compiled a list of resources
and contacts and listed them on the ALP website under the
Resource tab — Farmer Wellness. Our hope is that we can
support anyone who is struggling.

If any part of this article rings a bell for you, whether you or
someone you know, | ask you to reach out. If you are struggling,
please check out the links on our website, and then find
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someone you are comfortable talking to so you can open up
to them about what you are going through. It might be a friend,
family member, fellow producer, pastor, therapist, or even one
of the ALP directors. And if you are seeing some of these signs
in someone you know, start a conversation with them. Start
the conversation with open-ended questions to encourage
him or her to share. An open-ended question can’t usually be
responded to with a one-word answer such as, for example,
“You don't seem quite yourself today, tell me about what is
happening with you,” “Have you been affected by what's going
on in the industry?” “How'’s it going at your place these days?”
or “How are you handling stress with everything going on?”
And most importantly, share your personal experiences to let
them know they aren’t alone.

As spring moves forward, | encourage everyone to do a
personal assessment of how you are doing, and to pay close
attention to the behaviour of those around you. It's cliché to
say, butas an industry we are truly all in this together, facing the
same challenges in our own ways.

| wish you all a wonderful spring and happy lambing season.

Sincerely,

Wiks Sehieck

From Richard Boscher

How Helping on the Farm Benefits Youth

Sheep farming has been a
traditional way of life in many rural
areas around the world, and it is
gaining popularity, both as a hobby
and a source of income. Our family
originally took it on as a hobby
which has progressed to a small
business for my daughter and me.
My daughter owns 33% of our farm
and is involved in every aspect of
the operation. She predominately
manages lambing, lamb health,
ram selection, and feed inventories. With the building of our
farm together, her interest in and natural observance of animal
health have increased to where she now volunteers routinely
at a couple of local veterinary clinics. Youth in our industry is as
important to an operation as any input or output. The following
paper will discuss the benefits of youth in our industry.

Sheep farming involves many tasks, such as feeding, watering,
and shearing, which require a considerable amount of time and
effort. Involving young adults and children in sheep farming
can bring many benefits for both the children and the farm.
One of the main benefits of involving young adults in sheep
farming is that it can teach them responsibility and the value of
hard work. Taking care of sheep requires a lot of dedication, and
young adults can learn to be responsible and accountable for
their actions. They will also learn the importance of teamwork
and cooperation, as sheep farming involves many tasks that
require working together. Another benefit of involving young

adults is providing them with a meaningful way to spend
their time. In today’s digital age, many young people spend
their time on social media and other forms of entertainment,
which may not be productive or beneficial. Sheep farming can
provide a healthy and engaging activity to help them develop
new skills and interests. Additionally, sheep farming can help
them learn about agriculture and farming practices. They can
learn about the different breeds of sheep, their nutritional
needs, and how to care for them. This knowledge is important
for understanding how food is produced and appreciating
the value of providing quality care for the animals raised.
Lastly, involving youth in sheep farming can create a sense of
community and belonging. Sheep farming is often a family
tradition, and involving children and young adults can help
them feel connected to their heritage and the community. It
also provides an opportunity for families to spend quality time
together and create lasting memories.

In conclusion, involving young adults in sheep farming
benefits both the children and the farm. It teaches them
responsibility, provides them with a meaningful way to spend
their time, helps them learn about agriculture, and creates
a sense of accomplishment. Clearly, involving children and
young adults in sheep farming can be a positive and rewarding
experience.

Kind regards,
ZBechard Boscliern

Custom Built
Sheep & Goat
Equipment
Richard Zubot
Box 822, Humboldt SK

‘We manufacture a complete line of sheep
and goat equipment, such as:
- Tipping Tables
- Scales

- Handling Systems
- Loading Chutes

- Bale Feeders - Shearing Chutes
SOK 2A0 - Sorters - Lambing Panels
Ph: (306) 682-3252 - Head Gates - Gates

Cell:(306) 231-7928
e-mail crzubot@hotmail.com

- Fenceline Feeders
- Grain Self Feeders

- Creep Panels
- Trimming Stands

- Milking Stands - Kidding Panels
7703 Alley Bifold Gate
-use anywhere in the
alley
-simple to use
-locks shut

Our products are available directly from us at Zubot Welding, through all the
Peavey Mart stores, CCWG in Lethbridge AB, Keddies Tack and Western
Wear in Grande Prairie AB, the Sask Sheep Development Board,
Saskatoon, SK and Central AB Ag Supplies from Stettler.

We are planning to attend the Poundmaker Ram sale at Fort MacLeod, AB
May 25, 2023. If anyone would like to order equipment, please let us know
asap so we can bring it along for you.

For ordering info please call Richard @ 306-682-3252
Check out our website www.ZubotWelding.ca
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ALP Activities—Winter/Spring 2023

January 9: Government of Alberta Cost of production
pilot Project Meeting (one staff, one director)

January 10: RDAR AGM (one staff)
January 10: Ag Carbon Alliance Meeting (one director)

January 11: Exploring the Partnership Between
Alberta Lamb Producers and the Campaign

for Wool Canada/Canadian Wool Council
webinar with Matthew Rowe (one staff)

January 11: NALCO Producer Meeting
(one staff, two directors)

January 12: ALP Board Call*, Airdrie (directors and staff)

January 16: New Research Project Proposal
Meeting with Lakeland College (one staff)

January 17-21: American Sheep Industry Convention,
Fort Worth Texas (one staff, one director)

January 24: Traceability discussion
Government of Alberta (one staff)

January 24: Alberta on the Plate Meeting (one staff)

January 24: What Ewe Should Know: An Overview
of Clostridial and Respiratory Diseases of Sheep
webinar with Merck (not recorded)

January 25: Research Project Proposal LOI
Meeting with all collaborators (one staff)

January 26: ALP Board Call*, Airdrie (directors and staff)

January 26: National Sheep Network (NSN)
meeting (three directors, one staff)

January 26: Wild Board Bowtie Conversation (one staff)

January 27: CFA Meeting of Proposed Agri-
food Common Interest Group (one staff)

January 30: Meeting with Olds College (one staff)

January 31: NALCO Producer Meeting (one staff, one director)
February 1: Scotiabank YMF Meeting (one staff)

February 1: Wild boar Bowtie Conversation #2 (one staff)
February 3: FAA AGM & Conference (one staff)

February 5-6: ALP Board meeting*,
Airdrie (directors and staff)

February 7: Meeting with MontPak (one staff)
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February 8: Ag in the Classroom Meeting (one staff)
February 14: Wild Boar Bowtie Conversation #3 (one staff)

February 14: ALP Research Priorities
Meeting with CCR (one staff)

February 14: Covexin 10-way vaccine for
clostridial meeting with Merck (one staff)

February 21: Research Project Proposal
LOI Meeting with RDAR (one staff)

February 22: ALP Large Producer Committee
Meeting (three directors)

February 23: New Research Project
Proposal Meeting (one staff)

February 23: National Sheep Network (NSN)
meeting (three directors, one staff)

February 23: ALP Board Call*, Airdrie (directors and staff)
February 23: Agro Ledger Presentation by the CSF

February 24: CFA Producer Outreach - Sustainable
Agriculture Strategy Virtual Consultations (one staff)

February 27: Internal Airdrie Ag Center
Building Meeting (two staff)

February 28: Campaign for Wol Meeting
(one staff, one director)

February 28: Meeting on the Rangeland Sustainability
Research Project with Sask. Gov. (one staff)

February 28: Budget 2023 update with
Minister Horner (one staff)

March 6-7: CFA AGM and Conference (one staff)
March 9: ALP Board Call*, Airdrie (directors and staff)

March 10: CFA SAS Member Engagement
Session (one director)

March 13: Internal Airdrie Ag Centre
Building Meeting (two staff)

March 13: Sustainable Agriculture Strategy Engagement
Session with Minister Bibeau (one director)

March 14: ALP and LLC Traceability
Project Meeting (one staff)

March 15: Meeting with Montpak (one staff)
March 23: ALP Board Call*, Airdrie (directors and staff)

March 28: Diagnostic Services Unit
Livestock committee (one director)

March 30: National Sheep Network (NSN)
meeting (three directors, one staff)
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ALP Advocates on behalf of Producers
Update to Producers

By: Ashley Scott, ALP Executive Director

The Sustainable Canadian Agricultural
Partnership (Sustainable CAP), formerly
referred to as the Next Policy Framework,
is a five-year (2023-2028) investment
by federal, provincial and territorial
(FPT) governments to strengthen and
grow Canada’s agriculture and agri-
food sector. It will replace the Canadian
Agricultural Partnership (CAP), which
ends March 31, 2023.

FPT governments have and will continue to consult
with Canadians, including stakeholders such as producers,
processors, Indigenous communities, women in agriculture,
youth, environmental organizations, and small and emerging
sectors, to develop the successor Partnership.

Initial consultations on the Sustainable CAP sought
stakeholder feedback on both current and potential challenges
and opportunities facing the sector, and on prospective
priorities and vision for the Partnership.

Ongoing consultations on the Sustainable CAP have focused
on seeking stakeholder input on how to realize the priorities
articulated in the Guelph Statement and their desired outcomes,
and recommendations to inform the policies and programs to
be implemented under the Sustainable CAP.

Over the past several months of consultation, ALP has tried
to ensure that our voice is being heard and that our priority
areas for funding will be considered, as our producers need the
supports now more than ever. These priorities include:

1. Funding for wool pelleting machines, which addresses
green/environmental initiatives on behalf of producers.

2. Funding for specialized feed equipment to improve
efficiency and align with green/environmental initiatives.

3. A predation management grant program for upgrades
to predation fencing, rebates on livestock guardian
animals (LGAs) and trapping training subsidies.

When it comes to speaking about predation, we have
advocated for more mitigation tools for producers and have
stressed the importance of having coyotes added back to the
eligible predators list, along with the inclusion of all birds of
prey, of the Predator Compensation program, which producers
can access.

On December 9, 2022, | had the opportunity to meet with
our Assistant Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and
Rural Economic Development, Karen Wronko, when | was able

to convey our concerns on a number of key issues facing our
producers and the industry as a whole.

| was able to address the current state of the Business Risk
Management (BMR) programs for our producers and offered
a number of changes that needed to be made to benefit our
producers.

| also conveyed to her how the government, perhaps not
intentionally, is hindering our industry with the import of New
Zealand and Australian lamb, specifically when it comes to
the lack of price competitiveness Alberta producers have, due
to their ever increasing costs of production. We need to take
a serious look at what has to change to ensure that our local
producers can compete on a level playing field when it comes
to marketing their product, to their local marketplace.

We had the opportunity to further discuss interprovincial
trade barriers and abattoir capacity, with a receptive and open
Deputy Minister hearing some suggestions offered on what
could be done, provincially, to help alleviate these concerns.

Next, we discussed the full enforcement of the federal
electronic logging device (ELD) mandate that took effect on
January 1, 2023. In short, truck drivers had to go to a mandatory
elog and this contradicts livestock transportation regulations
for humane transfer of sheep. The distances that sheep/lambs
must travel in some regions of the country to reach markets
often requires truck drivers to balance the Hours of Service
regulatory requirements with the safety and humane treatment
of their cargo. As an example, our offloading feed and water
station in Brandon will put the drivers over hours coming from
Alberta, so lambs will need to stay on a truck for eight hours
until they can move again, creating higher stress and longer
transportation hours. This creates a livestock humane transport
issue by unloading and reloading sheep more than is necessary.

The United States Department of Transportation (DOT) has
recognized the negative impact that strict enforcement of ELDs
can have on animal health by offering a livestock exemption in
the (DOT) mandate that took effect in 2019 and we are urging
our government to do the same.

If we are abletoalign ourexemptionswith the DOT regulations
of having livestock and ag haulers exempt, or creating ELD
mandate exemptions issued by provincial or federal authorities,
it would save our producers a lot of logistical issues and would
save a lot more livestock as they will not experience high stress
transport.

While we understand this issue needs to be addressed at the
federal level, we would appreciate having the support of our
provincial government on the matter.

The meeting was rounded out with discussions on Traceability
and the lack of access our producers have to drugs. For example,
Startech is no longer available in Canada, which means there
are very few dewormers left in the market for producer use.
Right now producers can only access Closantel (Flukiver) for
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Haemonchus. Most populations have fenbendazole (Safeguard)
and ivermectin resistance now, but are still susceptible to
Closantel. This is not a good situation and makes monitoring
even more important than previously for deciding treatment
and control options etc..

*ALP has been working behind the scenes with a number of
other industry specialists, stakeholders and veterinarians about
small ruminant anthelmintic needs. We are currently working
on receiving approval and access to an alternative option(s).

After my meeting with the Deputy Minister, | also met with
our provincial Livestock Traceability and Animal Welfare team
at the GoA to express our concerns with the current traceability
system/programin place, the proposed changes to the program,
and who will act as our industry National Administrator for the
program if it shifts away from CCIA.

Following this initial meeting, the Traceability team members
from the GoA and | connected with the Canadian Sheep
Federation to learn more about the status and nature of the
regulatory amendment, CSF’s digital ecosystem AgrolLedger
for managing sheep traceability, and CSF’s proposal to become
the responsible administrator of the program.

| also had the privilege of representing the National Sheep
Network (NSN) and advocating on behalf of their producers
at the Canadian Federation of Agriculture’s AGM in Ottawa
on Monday, March 6, and Tuesday, March 7, 2023. The Prime
Minister was in attendance delivering a speech and he then
took questions from some of the CFA members in attendance,
along with our Agriculture and Agri-Foods Mister Marie-Claude

Bibeau. The leaders for the five federal parties represented
in the House of Commons (Conservative Party leader Pierre
Poilievre, Bloc Quebecois leader Yves-Francois Blanchet, NDP
leader Jagmeet Singh, and Green Party leader Elizabeth May)
were also on the agenda to speak. The meeting was followed
by a brief Q & A session from CFA members.

Trudeau was asked about a wide range of topics, including
helping farmers cope with the increased costs of production,

Watch for Sheep Lake Genetics at:
All Canada Classic Barriere, BC
Grasslands Exhibition, Humboldt, SK
And by Private Treaty

Registered Suffolk Breeding Stock

Mike, Vanessa, Kate & Emma
Grimmeyer
Clyde, AB
780-307-3385

FOLLOW SHEEP LAKE SUFFOLKS ON FACEBOOK FOR MORE INFO
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grassland preservation, the fertilizer emissions reduction target
and recognizing how innovative Canadian farmers are.

At the meeting, the CFA membership passed 54 resolutions
that will outline much of its advocacy efforts in the coming
year. This year’s resolutions cover a range of issues, including
conservation, climate change, labour, rural infrastructure, crop
protection, international trade, risk management and much
more. ALP had already been advocating on behalf of our
producers for a number of resolutions that were passed, so
we are pleased to have the added support of the Canadian
Federation of Agriculture and their voice within the federal
government. Some of the advocacy efforts we have mutual
interest in and will collaborate on are:

+ Climate change - prioritize and channel investments
in favour of structuring initiatives that will ensure the
sustainability and resilience of our agriculture industry,
along with enhancing income support programs. The
goal is to more adequately protect producers from
the financial risks of extreme weather events and to
adequately support them in their efforts to adapt to
climate change.

«  Federal carbon tax — more transparency on the tax being
charged on petroleum products such as gasoline, diesel,
oil, propane and natural gas, to ensure there is a tax
break being received by producers.

« Calling on the federal government to work with farm
organizations to examine and support the development
of national cost shared insurance programming for all
livestock.

«  Electronic log mandate exemption for livestock.
. Increased access to anti-microbials and alternatives.
- Vaccine bank for foot and mouth disease.

« Enhancing the Business Risk Management (BRM)
programs, to make them more beneficial forall producers
who access the program.

In July | will be representing the National Sheep Network
and their producers at the Canadian Federation of Agriculture
summer meeting and federal, provincial and territorial
ministers of agriculture (FPT) roundtable discussions, and at
the North American European Union farmer leaders’ meeting
in September.

ALP’s affiliation with the NSN and their membership with
the CFA support the sheep industry’s capacity to be heard
and included in advocacy efforts on topics that matter to our
farmers, as the CFA provides a unified voice to advocate for
Canadian farmers at the national level.

On Monday, March 13, 2023, ALP Vice-Chair Jordan Allen
represented our industry and ALP at a roundtable discussion
on the Sustainable Agriculture Strategy, a long-term vision

and strategic approach to further advance the sustainability,
competitiveness and vitality of Canada’s agriculture and agri-
food sector. She was joined by a small number of agricultural
industry representatives to share their views on what should
be taken into consideration in the Sustainable Agricultural
Strategy (SAS). Feedback received through this, and other
consultation sessions being held across the country, will inform
the development of the SAS and support the work of the SAS-
advisory committee, co-chaired by AAFC and the Canadian
Federation of Agriculture.

While at times it might seem as if ALP is not doing much
when it comes to advocating on behalf of producers, | want to
take the time to reassure you that ALP staff and the Board of
Directors work tirelessly to advance the industry in all aspects,
and notjust when it comes to government policy, programming
and supports.

ALP Summer Student/Intern Curriculum
Resource Development Assistant
- Now accepting applications!

ALP is collaborating on numerous research projects related
to ewe reproductive efficiency with new technology and
is developing a series of modules for Alberta sheep/goat
producers to learn best practices for grazing forages under
normal and unique circumstances, toward a vegetation
management accreditation program. These modules will be
used to educate flock managers and serve as the go to resource
for comprehensive grazing and sheep & goat management
under the specific situations (invasive weeds, solar farms, low
quality marginal lands, forest, inner-city vegetation control and
power line cut blocks).

Reporting to the Executive Director, the Curriculum Resource
Developer will work closely with the Research Project Assistant
to engage with sheep/goat producers, industry experts/
stakeholders and research/academic professionals to create,
present and format course accreditation resources.

The Curriculum Resource Developer will be an integral and
rewarding position with ALP.

For further information, please visit the ALP website to see
the full job posting: https://ablamb.ca/index.php/home/670-
alp-summer-student-intern-curriculum-resource-development-
assistant-now-accepting-applications or contact Ashley Scott,
Executive Director of Alberta Lamb Producers at 403-948-8533
or via email at ashley@ablamb.ca .

If you are interested in applying for the position, please
email your cover letter and resume to: info@ablamb.ca with the
subject line of “ALP CSJ — Curriculum Resource Development
Intern Application.”

This job posting will close on April 14, 2023 at 11:59pm
mountain.
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THE BADLANDS SELECT SALES

The Badlands Spring Select Ram Sale
June 2-3, 2023

SUFFOLK*DORSET*CANADIAN ARCOTT
*HAMPSHIRE*SHROPSHIRE

Coyote Acres & Sheep Trax, First Knight/Rose Glen
l ‘_‘n , ;‘“T" l =l /,/,///1/ 'A | | | =

The Badlands Summer Select p Sale
Aug. 4-5, 2023

Purebred rams and ewes: Suffolk, Dorset, Canadian Arcott,

Hampshire, Shropshire, plus commercial ewe lambs.
With guest Veteran Colony. Open House at the Ashbacher farm,
featuring the Badlands Junior Sheep Show, Sat. Aug. 5!
www.coyoteacresranch.com
Contact us through the website or our Facebook page;

Call 780-614-0569 (Patric) 403-741-8597 (Lorri) 403-860-6192 (Darrel).
8 April 2023
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Lamb and Sheep Update

Ann Boyda, Provincial Livestock Market Analyst
Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation
February 17, 2023

This update looks at recent market developments, lamb farm
cash receipts, sheep and lamb prices and slaughter numbers,
and the U.S. sheep and lamb situation.

Lamb Farm Cash Receipts

Alberta lamb cash receipts (FCR) of $32.2 million for 2021
were 14.1 per cent of the national lamb FCR, as reported by
Statistics Canada. The first three quarters of 2022 reported
Alberta lamb FCR of $25.6 million, 15.7 per cent of the national
level. Lamb cash receipts experienced a sharp decline of 30 per
cent nationally in the third quarter. The decline was softer in
Alberta, at 3.3 per cent. This decline in receipts was attributed
primarily to declining live lamb prices.

Per Cent Change in Lamb Farm Cash Receipts
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Lamb Prices

Provincial live lamb prices as reported by Statistics Canada
show an annual decrease in 2022 as compared to 2021 for all
provinces except Alberta. Alberta average live weight price
is reported to be $242.44 per hundredweight for 2022, up 4.7
per cent from 2021. Ontario has normally been the benchmark
market for western pricing. Quebec reports an average live
lamb price of $286.98 per hundredweight, down seven per cent
from 2021.

Monthly Lamb Live Weight Prices, Quebec, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Alberta
(January 2020 to December 2022)
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Auction market price volatility increased in 2021 and 2022. In
2021, average weekly price for heavyweight lambs peaked in
January at $396.50 per hundredweight, but declined to a low
of $182.5 per hundredweight during the first week of October.

In 2022, average weekly price for heavy lamb rose to $316.50

per hundredweight the first week of May but plummeted to a
low of $134.00 per hundredweight in mid-August. Lightweight
lamb prices experienced even more dramatic swings in 2022,
Average Weekly Alberta Heavy and Light Lambs
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Federal and Provincial Slaughter

Canadian Food Inspection Agency reports 85,556 lamb and
sheep slaughtered in Western Canada (B.C. to Ontario) in 2022,
a decline of 3.1 per cent (2,741 head) as compared to the same
period in 2021. Eastern Canada reports an increase in slaughter
numbers of 6.9 per cent (3,656 head) over the same period.
Year-to-date (January to February 4, 2023) slaughter in the
West is 12.3 per cent lower that the same period in 2022. East
slaughter numbers are reportedly lower by 29.9 per cent for the
same period.

«o-Alberta Market Lamb

Weekly Federally Inspected Sheep/Lamb Slaughter
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Provincial slaughter has followed a season trend in 2022 but
the total slaughter volume of 22,980 head was eight per cent
lower than 2021 slaughter volume, nearly 23 per cent lower
than the 2020 and nearly 11 per cent lower than the 5-year
average volume.
Alberta Monthly Provincially Inspected Sheep/Lamb Slaughter
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Alberta has maintained a relatively stable market in light of

a recent sale of the former Sungold lamb processing plant and
Iron Springs feedlot to Préval Ag. This Quebec-based company
April 2023 9
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is recognized as a leader in the agri-food industry (veal, beef,
lamb, field crops, horticulture, and grain processing). With
Préval Ag’s strong foothold in the international market, the
future for the Alberta lamb sector looks brighter.

The Global Situation

Meat and Livestock Australia recently released Australian
sheep industry projections for 2023. The national sheep flock is
forecast to grow to its highest level since 2007 at 78.75 million
head. This estimate represents a 3.6 per cent increase over
2022. The estimate for 2024 forecasts an additional one per
centincrease but returns to comparable 2023 numbers by 2025.
The growth is attributed to genetically superior flock, optimal
breeding conditions and improved lambing percentages.

New Zealand (NZ) is the second largest sheepmeat exporter
and competes with Australia in international markets. The
NZ flock size has been contracting. In 2022, NZ's sheepmeat
production peaked at 440,000 tonnes, slightly below its
2021 level. Increased carcass weights have helped stabilize
production.

The United Kingdom (UK) is also considered a major
sheepmeat producer. In 2022, the UK produced 275,779 tonnes
of sheepmeat, three per cent more than 2021. There has been
a decline in NZ exports to the UK, which is linked to NZ's move
into the China market.

The U.S. lamb flock is smaller going into 2023. Lamb prices
have strengthened but wholesale values are slowly moving
higher as consumer demand improves. Production costs are
still high.

USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service recently
released the annual sheep inventory report for 2022 indicating

a drop of 0.9 per cent or 45,000 head to 5.02 million head.

Breeding flock of ewes one year and older were down 1.4 per
cent at 2.87 million head. California saw the largest decline in
breeding ewes with a 9.3 per cent decrease from the previous
year. Texas and Wyoming saw declines of 1.2 per cent and 4.7
per cent, respectively.

The U.S. Livestock Marketing Information Center (LMIC)
reports weekly sheep slaughter and prices. In 2022, weekly
slaughter was relatively constant, with the exception of
increased demand in spring, averaging approximately 33,600
head per week.

U.S. Monthly Federally Inspected Sheep/Lamb Slaughter
(1,000 head)
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Lamb prices have been lower than expected in 2023. The U.S.
three markets (Colorado, South Dakota, and Texas) monthly
average price of US$172.50 per hundredweight for January
2023 was reportedly 52.1 per cent lower than January 2022 and
20.8 per cent lower than the 5-year average (2017 to 2021).

U.S. Monthly Feeder Lamb (60 to 90 lbs) Price
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The U.S. weekly national negotiated slaughter lamb price
started 2023 between 43 and 44 per cent lower than the same
period in 2022, and seven to 13 per cent below the 5-year
average (2017- 2021). USDA has forecast the national slaughter
lamb price to increase to US$140 per hundredweight or 3.7 per
cent by the second quarter of 2023.

U.S. Weekly Negotiated Slaughter Lambs Price
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LMIC is forecasting 2022 U.S. sheep and lamb slaughter
to decline nearly five per cent to 2.1 million head as a result
of drought-induced lower hay production and increased
feed expense. Deteriorated pasture conditions have forced
producers to place more lambs on feed.

U.S. Sheep Inventory - January 1st
(1,000 head)
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The lamb carcass cutout value represents the estimated value
of a lamb carcass based on the prices paid for individual items.
The lamb carcass cutout value less processing and packaging
costs averaged US$544.41 per hundredweight in 2022, only 3.4
per cent higher than 2021. However, in 2022, the value dropped
by over 20 per cent from first quarter to the fourth, in inverse



[

G
Producer Resources Lambé;*‘;]

relationship to that experienced in 2021. Fourth quarter 2022
value was still 18 per cent higher than the 5-year average (2017-
2021) for that quarter.

USDA Estimated Quarterly National Lamb Carcass
Cutout Value (less Processing / Packaging Costs)
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The International Wool Textile Organization identifies five
wool trends for 2023 based on wool’s natural versatility and
sustainable practices, including:

+  Regenerative farming through holistic management.
(Studies conducted by Australia, Uruguay and South
Africa show the wool industry’s emission reductions.)

«  Hand knitting, which saw an upsurge during COVID and
is providing a sense of environmental awareness.

+  Grazing of sheep to control invasive vegetation.
«  Afashion return to Merino wool-blend suits.

«  Aglobal campaign to move away from synthetic clothing
derived from oil-based fabrics toward sustainable fabrics
like wool.

Producer Spotlight Launch:
From Our Producer’s Perspective

Have you ever fancied yourself as a farm journalist?

ALP is introducing a new producer spotlight section in our
quarterly N'ewesletters, to let our producers get to know one
and other and learn about the vast amount of sheep operations
we have here in Alberta.

So we want to hear from “ewe.” Would you like to write a
small (or big) article for us explaining about your business and
what you do? Some ideas could include:

«  Your farming operation: for example, number of
animals, time in the industry, breeds, system (intensive
vs extensive). Boast about what you do best. It doesn't
matter if you have 10 sheep or 10,000.

+ Choose your own personal angle. What are you
passionate about within the sheep industry? Why did
you join the industry and what interests you about
it? Talk about it; it can be anything—innovation, wool,
breeding, feed, medication vs holistic, machinery, tips
and tricks, whatever tweaks your interest.

«  What are your plans for the future in the sheep industry?
Is there something you want to see happen in the

industry? Have you got personal goals you want to
achieve on your farm?

These articles are all about you and your operations. We
want to use them as a way to encourage producer networking,
asking questions, and learning from each other about what
we all do best—sheep farming. The more we can share as an
industry, the stronger we can become!

The deadline to submit intent to write for each N'ewesletter
edition will be the following*:

Spring Edition: February 15th 2023
Summer Edition: May 20th 2023
Fall Edition: July 23rd 2023

Winter Edition: November 2nd 2023

Please express your interest to us at info@ablamb.ca or call
403-948-8533

*If there are multiple submissions for each edition, we will put
names into a draw and let the winner know. You can apply for as
many editions as you like. Please note, from the submission date
above, you will have one month to write and submit your article
back to ALP for proofreading and formatting.

Rusty Iron Acres

My name is Doug Noyes. Together
with my wife Tina and two (now
adult)  children, Hannah and
Matthew, we farm Rusty Iron Acres
in Red Deer County, east of Innisfail,
AB. Although Hannah and Matthew
have left the nest, they continue to
contribute when it’s feasible.

We have been producers,
volunteers and committee members
at the Calgary Stampede Sheep
Showcase since 2013. You could say we got our feet wet the
year Calgary and the Stampede grounds flooded. | am also
the “Eastern” Canadian representative for the Barbados Sheep
Association International (BBSAl)—American Blackbelly Breed
Standard and Exception Committee.

Our adventures as lamb producers started in 2005 when
we purchased a bare quarter section from my grandpa Herb
Branson. This particular piece of land was very special to me as
it was homesteaded by my great-great grandfather George H.
Kirkham, and is still known as the “Kirkham place.” 2023 marks
122 years our immediate family has been directly farming
this land. We named our farm “Rusty Iron Acres” since to this
day, every time we excavate the soil we unearth some metal
treasure left behind by my predecessors.

2005-2006 was very hectic, with us starting with a bare
quarter, building a house, shop, fencing, and everything else
needed to gain traction in starting a new home and farm. All
that, on top of our working full time and raising two young
kids. My grandparents were one mile away and at the point in
their lives where they needed some assistance. With us close,
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we were able to help them remain on the farm for many more
years. | farmed with my grandpa for the remaining years he was
actively farming. We wouldn't have it any other way, and | can’t
help but reflect on what my great-great grandfather would
think of all the activity on his old homestead.

We currently run a mixed farm, alternating wheat and canola
on the cultivated land and
grazing sheep where it is
not feasible to field farm.

When we started, we had
25 acres of ravine consisting
of native grass, buckbrush,
and poplar trees which was
previously grazed by cattle;
however, it had not been
grazed in more than 10 years. The resulting tall grass presented
a fire hazard, as well as a lost opportunity for revenue. We
began to research and evaluate options for livestock to help
remove the fire hazard and bring in additional income for our
farm. As | worked in a remote camp in northern Alberta, we
needed something low maintenance and sustainable. Our
search was narrowed quickly to hair sheep (to avoid shearing)
and eventually to the breed we have been raising since—the
American Blackbelly Sheep (ABB).

Without getting into a full article about the breed, the
primary characteristics that drew us to the breed are that they
are excellent mothers producing large amounts of milk and
bonding well to lambs, they require no shearing or tail docking,
they have the ability to lamb in any season, and they rejuvenate
native pastures by thriving on native grasses and eliminating
invasive buckbrush and undesirable weeds.

As there is not a dedicated Canadian Association for ABB
Sheep we joined the Barbados Blackbelly Sheep Association
(BBSAI), with which the majority of ABB Sheep are registered.
We soon began our search for registered stock across Canada
and the USA, quickly building up our flock to the point we are
today, with about 70 ewes and eight rams. Although a relatively
small flock in Alberta, it is the largest flock of BBSAI registered
ABB sheep in Canada and the USA. To ensure genetic diversity,
we have imported rams from California, British Columbia, and
Manitoba. Our ewe flock consists mainly of ewes from Alberta
with a few from Manitoba.

We manage our flock with rotational grazing on a mix of
native grass and some improved seeded pasture. Feed in the
winter consists of wrapped haylage bales supplemented with
whole oats as needed for flushing ewes, for energy in cold
weather, or for preparing lambs for market. As mentioned,
ABB sheep are efficient in eliminating some undesirable plant
species from pastures. Upon introduction to our pastures, they
quickly mowed down the native grass and the buckbrush. That
opened up an opportunity for Canada thistle and nettle to
establish a foothold, both of which the sheep readily removed.
They leave both of those weeds until they are just right for their
palette and quickly mow them to the ground.
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Although we built a nice new barn, mostly for our own
comfort when treating, inspecting, and managing our flock,
the flock is primarily protected from wind and the elements
with three sided “calf” shelters, in which we bed with wheat
straw as needed.

We treat for internal parasites in the spring prior to lambing
and in the fall after taking the sheep off of pasture. Rarely do we
need to treat in between.

We lamb yearly in late April/early May with the majority of
the ewes lambing in the first 14 days, with a few stragglers
stretching lambing out to 21 days. Recent years have provided
us with approximately 60% twins, 30% triplets, and the
remainder singles. Our annual lamb crop averages just over
200% lambs to the customer and/or market. We rarely need
to intervene during lambing, and in fact for several years we
allowed the ewes to pasture lamb. With a larger flock we keep
them close and administer Selen-E and Vit AD to each lamb at
birth.

Our primary market s
to supply and help other
producers to set up and
maintain their own breeding
flocks. We have worked very
hard to establish and maintain
excellent bloodlines in our
ewe flock as well as

with the rams, enabling us to provide high quality, unrelated
stock to our customers. We have shipped breeding stock all
over Canada, from coast to coast, and intend to seek approval
to export to the USA. The stock that is not suitable for and/or
sold for breeding stock is typically sold in the fall to Sungold,
with others processed for resale, and occasionally we have
some exceptional rams sold to hunt farms or taxidermists. We
do have a loyal list of repeat customers, both for breeding
stock and for meat. The feedback on the quality of the meat
consistently indicates that it is very well received by our
customers due to its lean and mild nature.

We're proud to be Alberta lamb producers and are very
optimistic for the future of our industry. Our focus in future is to
continue to promote our breed, support our fellow producers,
and to help ensure longevity of American Blackbelly Sheep in

Canada.

* STRENGTHENING LEADERSHIP IN ANIMAL NUTRITION

Masterfeeds

an x’ltec"mcompany

FOR ALL YOUR SHEEP
FEEDING NEEDS.

MILK REPLACERS | SHEEP & LAMB FEEDS
VITAMIN/MINERAL PREMIXES | SUPPLEMENTS
RITE-LIX & RUMOLIX TUBS

FOR Wy
GOES INTAUT

masterfeeds.com W [F

FOR SPECIAL PRICING CALL: IAN 403-350-0268 or DOUG 403-396-9081
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SHEEP HANDLING

MADE EASY!

SHEEP HANDLERS

AUTO SORTERS

Te Pari sheep equipment lets you handle your stock with
ease and gives you the tools to make informed decisions.

IN STOCK AT OUR WAREHOUSE IN MINNESOTA!

L Call us on (Toll Free) 800 315 0433
k or visit www.tepari.com
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Sheep Breed :
o2 Jff - Suffolk - Dorsets + N C Cheviots

Sturgeon County, AB

T8R OH3 Canadian Arcotts - Ille de France

pon't miss our
Third Online Yearling Ram and Ewe Production Sale

This spring!  June 16/17, 2023

through DLMS Farm Gate Timed Auctions —  viewing June 15 or by appointment

We are committed to producing
animals that are productive and
functional, with superior quality
and type.

These NC Cheviot sires
were purchased from

Quebecin 2022. . .
Scores - Lambing is underway. We are

Excellent 90 and extremely pleased with the quality
Excellent 91 of the lambs from these excellent
sires.

A few lle de France yearlings will
also be offered at this sale.
This Suffolk sire was
purchased at the Elite We are extremely pleased that
Quebec sale in August breeders recognize and appreciate
2022. our efforts. Breeding stock may be

Score - available through private treaty.
Excellent 93

Contact: John Wurz, morinvillecolony@gmail.com - 780.818.9634
Albert Wurz - 780.691.3423

Visitors are welcome by appointment

14  April 2023
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2023 Parker Stock Farm Production Sale

DLMS Farmgate Timed Online Auction

June 10-11,2023

NEW STUD RAM MORALTA 35

Yearling Suffolk Ewes and Rams
on offer.

Scrapie Genotyped,

OPP negative flock,

GenOvis Performance information
available

Rams semen tested
Watch for updates and catalogue at

www.parkerstockfarm.com

“The Boss”

Catalogue will include still photos, video , GenOvis performance, genotype,
scrotal circumference of rams. All the information you need to make the best
informed buying decision that will truly impact your flock and your bottom line!

Parker Stock Farm is “Export Certified “under the Canadian Scrapie
Certification Program” and the Parker flock is tested OPP negative

Glen cell 403-443-0401 Kathy cell 403-443-0064

E-mail parkerstockfarm@xplornet.com

Export Certified Since 2006

April 2023
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The Value of Stock Dogs on

a Livestock Operation
by Jolie Vermette, Rafter V Ranch/Ranch Dog Inc.

In recent years we have seen a growing interest in the
utilization of stock dogs on livestock operations across North
America. Several factors, such as young people leaving family
operations to enter the work force, increased herd sizes
required to meet margins, and labour shortages, have all
contributed to producers searching for options to ease their
workload and increase profit margins. Due to these challenges
facing producers, stock dogs can now be found on a greater
number of ranches and are becoming an alternative many
producers are considering.

The realization that a well-bred, well-trained dog can help
combat the above challenges has definitely increased their
demand and the need for education.

The stock dog’s ability to cover ground and access rough,
bushy, swampy areas, along with their stamina and dedication
to the job, make them a very valuable tool. Consider the costs
of one employee and the horse or vehicle required to cover the
miles that one dog can. The investment in a good dog would
look minimal compared to the wages and the tools for that one
employee to do the same tasks. | would also argue that one
dog can actually take the place of two to three employees due
to its natural ability to travel more quickly and efficiently, not to
mention its God-given instinct to handle stock.

Consider also that a well trained dog becomes a tool that
is simply an extension of you. A dog working in tune with its
handler is something that, once experienced, is incomparable
to anything else.

There is no scientific research or data to prove my next point
but over several years of backgrounding, grassing, finishing
and managing pairs we have noticed that cattle managed
properly with dogs gain more quickly and stay healthier. This
does require a dog that knows how to treat stock, and cattle
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that understand how to move off the dog, but when the time
to establish that relationship is taken, and done properly, cattle
feed and gain more quickly and times of stress (gathering,
moving fields, processing, etc.) seem to be minimized.

The value of a four legged employee that always shows up
to work, with an attitude unrivalled by any human, is priceless.
Yes, there are investment costs to consider, as well as care and
upkeep, but once our eyes are opened to the true value these
dogs add and the work load they are willing take on (without
complaint), we start to appreciate and realize their worth.

Farmer Wellness

Farming and ranching are considered two of the most
physically and mentally stressful occupations. Unique factors
associated with agricultural work may contribute to poor
mental health outcomes and even suicide. In Canada, producers
(farmers and ranchers) are especially prone to mental health
challenges such as depression and anxiety, and they may have
less resiliency because of the stressors they experience (Jones-
Bitton et al., 2020). While much of the research on resiliency
focuses on farmers specifically, some of the factors farmers face
are similar to those other producers may face.

A healthy farmer is a safe farmer, and a safe farmer is a strong
farmer.

Look after your health and wellness. It's one of the best
investments you can make for the future of your farm.

«  Toview, the ALP Farmer Wellness page https://ablamb.ca/
index.php/resources/farmer-wellness
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Keeping Your Alberta Premises
Identification Information Current

Premises Identification (PID) links livestockand poultry toland
locations or premises and is a tool used to plan for, control and
prevent the spread of livestock and poultry disease. Effective
emergency response and the ability to protect your animals
depend on accurate information. It is therefore important that
you update your PID account when there are changes to your
operation.

The following PID account information should be reviewed
reqularly:

« account contact information
«  emergency 24/7 contact information for the premises

+ location of the premises where the animals are (i.e., legal
land description or geo-referenced coordinates)

«  type of premises/operation (e.g., farm, abattoir, livestock
auction, stable)

«  types of animals raised, kept, displayed, assembled or
disposed of on the premises

+  maximum capacity for each species of animal on the
premises.

«  Toreview/update your information:

Visit www.agriculture.alberta.ca/premises to update your
information online or Call the Premises Identification Program
Delivery staff at 780-422-9167.

Don’t have a PID account?

It's free, simple to apply for and easy to update. Visit www.
agriculture.alberta.ca/premises for more information and to
obtain or update your PID account.

Putting a Spring in a Newborn Lamb’s
Steps

By: Andrea Hanson

Genetic advances have resulted
in newborn lambs with rapid
growth rates requiring critical
mineralsandvitaminsatlevelsthat
are not available in milk. Neonate
nutritional supplementation s
a new frontier in the care and
development of healthier, more
robust animals that will be better
prepared to handle the disease and challenges of current and
future production systems.

These supplements are not antibiotics, ionophores or
hormones, and are therefore acceptable in natural and organic
programs, so do not limit animals’ entry into these markets.
Published literature and preliminary work performed in Alberta
have shown that the major mineral and vitamin deficiencies are
iron (Fe), selenium (Se), vitamin A, vitamin B12, vitamin D3, and

vitamin E. Currently, there is
no single supplement product
to address these deficiencies.
Oral products are preferable
to injections because injection
site  reactions and pain
are common in neonates,
impairing movement and feeding at this critical age. Iron is an
important trace mineral in mammals; its normal metabolism is
necessary for effective hematopoiesis and various vital intra-
and intercellular reactions. Iron deficiency can lead to anemia
and increase susceptibility to infections.

Despite the importance of iron for the normal growth and
resistance to infections of lambs, milk is a poor source of Fe
and may not fully supply the requirements of the newborn.
Due to rapid growth, low iron content in milk, and no access
to soil (@ main source of dietary Fe for farm animals), housed
lambs may develop anemia. Iron deficiency anemia is well-
recognized in housed ruminants. Dietary deficiency in Fe may
lead to abnormal appetite and development of abomasal
bloat. It has also been found that ewes are frequently mineral
and vitamin deficient due to their diets over the Canadian
fall and winter months. As a result, neonatal lambs may be
deficient in both minerals and vitamins without exhibiting
outward clinical symptoms, but potentially impacting their
immunocompetency.

The research team involves staff from Chinook Contract
Research, Solvet/Alberta Veterinary
Laboratories, as well as Lakeland
College. The oral products developed
by the research team are designed to
provide a convenient and safe way
for producers to administer essential
minerals and vitamins to the neonate
at levels that meet their requirements.
Pilot studies have shown promise;
however, more research with larger
numbers of animals is required to
verify the prevalence of deficiency,
assess the effectiveness, and optimize
the supplement to address the
deficiencies. A new proposed research project will optimize,

evaluate and validate the neonatal supplement for lambs.
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Lidocaine Band Research Project
Update

The goal of this work was to provide producers with a
practical and effective tool to provide long-term pain control
for banded castration and tail docking, with the benefits
of a simplified banding procedure (eliminating the need
for lidocaine injection), reduced costs, societal and animal
welfare benefits associated with improved pain control, and a
potentially improved product (e.g., through increased average
daily gain and enhanced recovery).

The LidoBand™ technology has the advantage over other
pain administration routes in that the continual release
provides pain mitigation for the entire banding process. All
alternative pain mitigation strategies last only during the
acute administration of the agent. The LidoBand™ patent has
recently been granted in Canada (CA 3,072,762), and CCR and
AVL/Solvet are currently working with the Veterinary Drug
Directorate to develop studies to register this device for sale
in Canada with a pain mitigation label claim for use in cattle.

The objective of this program was to facilitate, successfully
develop and execute a series of small field trials in Alberta
flocks that evaluated the suitability of the LidoBand™ for use in
castration and tail docking in Alberta’s lamb industry.

The following key results were obtained during the
research program:

1. This work determined the specific effective
concentration of lidocaine required in lambs to produce
an anesthetic effect in lamb scrotums and tails. The
data suggested that more lidocaine is required to numb
scrotums than tails. This was the first time this data has
ever been reported in the scientific literature.

2. LidoBands™ produced a significant anesthetic effect
within 30 minutes post-banding in tails and in scrotums.

3. For both scrotums and tails in the LidoBand™ test
groups, the concentration of lidocaine was maintained
above anesthetic levels for the duration of the casting
period (35 days).

4. For both scrotums and tails, injectable lidocaine
(standard method of anesthetic) only lasted 120-180
minutes.

5. LidoBands™ were demonstrated to perform effective
castrations and tail dockings with the same efficiency
as standard bands.

6. Future studies are being planned for 2023-2024 to
investigate an insecticide and antimicrobial version of
the LidoBands™.

A podcast on this newly developed, pain mitigating lidocaine
loaded elastrator band featuring participating Alberta lamb
producers as well as Chinook Contract Research can be found

at https://soundcloud.com/acerconsulting/lidocaine-bands.
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MANUFACTURING INC

Your Solution for
Proper Ventilation

Pro-Line is the only company that has the
knowledge and equipment to ventilate
sheep barns properly. We design ventilation
systems to keep your ewes healthy and
your lambs thriving.

Pro-Line.
* Precise rations
« Fresh air = higher profitability

+ Low humidity
« Evenly controlled temperatures

Contact us today to find out how we can
make your operation the best that it can be.
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SHEEP ENVIRONMENT SOLUTIONS

Feed Your Herd with
Valmetal and Pro-Line

It's easier to feed your herd with Valmetal
feed carts and feed systems offered by

+ Healthier animals
» Reduced maintenance and feed costs

Design & Penning
Solutions

Keep your sheep contained while
maintaining herd structure and reduce
the stress on your animals. Pro-Line
manufactures custom penning, feed
gates and bonding jugs based on your
specifications.
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ALP Interim Report - Ovipast Plus®
and VIDO Vaccine Clinical Trials

By Megan Gardner, Drs. Cathy Bauman and Joyce Van
Donkersgoed

Thisreportisanaddendum to previous reports on the Ovipast
Plus® bacterin trial where we evaluated overall mortality, and
pneumonia morbidity and mortality based on vaccine status.
Additionally, this report provides interim results for the pre-
weaning phase of the VIDO vaccine trial where overall mortality,
and pneumonia morbidity and mortality were evaluated.

Ovipast Plus® - Pre-weaning Results

Lamb enrollment for the Ovipast Plus® trial began on January
6th, 2022, and ended on April 24th, 2022. All trial lambs were
weaned by June 1st, and the last lambs were processed on
November 23rd, 2022. Pre-weaning enrollment, number
weaned, and production values by vaccine status and sex are
showninTable 1. As previously reported, there was no statistical
differences in birth weight, weaning weight, or ADG (average
daily gain) between vaccinated and unvaccinated lambs.

Based on single variable regression analysis, overall mortality
(14% in vaccinated and unvaccinated groups) and mortality
from pneumonia (1% in both groups) were not statistically
different between vaccine groups. Twenty-four per cent of the
lambs in the vaccinated group received antimicrobial treatment
for pneumonia versus 25% in the unvaccinated group (P = 0.24).

Further regression analysis demonstrated no significant
statistical differences between the vaccine groups in mortality,
pneumonia mortality, or the proportion treated for pneumonia.

There was a slight increase in body weight gain between
birth and weaning in the vaccinated group compared to the
unvaccinated group; however, this relationship was modified
by lamb birth weight and whether the lamb received additional
antimicrobials (beyond the prophylactic Baycox® and Draxxin®
treatment given to all lambs at three weeks of age). Vaccinated
lambs with a higher birth weight had a larger daily gain
compared to unvaccinated lambs; that is, for every one kg
increase in birth weight, lambs that were vaccinated gained
0.25 kg more from birth to weaning than unvaccinated lambs
(P =0.01). Lambs treated with antimicrobials in the preweaning
period had lower weight gain than untreated lambs; however,
this reduced weight gain was not as low in vaccinated lambs
compared to unvaccinated lambs. This statistically significant
difference in weight gain in the treated vaccinated lambs
compared to the treated unvaccinated lambs suggests that
vaccination may reduce the severity of disease.

Ovipast Plus® - Growing Phase Results

The number of lambs that entered the growing phase and
average production values are shown in Table 2. A total of
4214 (2118 unvaccinated, 2096 vaccinated) lambs entered
the growing phase with 4091 (1046 unvaccinated, 2045
vaccinated) continuing to the finishing phase. There were no
statistical differences in weight at weaning, weight at the end
of the growing period, or weight gain between vaccinated and
unvaccinated lambs (Table 2).

With single variable regression analysis, the Ovipast Plus®
bacterin did not reduce overall mortality (2% vaccinated, 3%
unvaccinated; P = 0.08), pneumonia specific mortality (0.5%
vaccinated, 1% unvaccinated; P = 0.07), pneumonia morbidity
(P =0.95), or weight gain throughout the growing phase (0.43).

The Canadian Sheep Breeders' Association
PRESENTS THE

2023

ALL CANADA SHEEP CLASSIC
Barriere, British Columbia July 6-8, 2023

10/‘0«/{% thosted iy the British Columbia Purebred féw/ Breeders  Assocriation

BCPSBA Contacts:

Richard Herlinveaux: (P) 250.213.3078 (E) element_656@live.ca
Bev Greenwell: (P) 250.582.9414 (E) happyhollow@nethop.net
Neville Eccles: (P) 250.503.8991 or 250.838.2622

www.bcsheep.com

CSBA:

Linda Brandes: (E) office@sheepbreeders.ca

www.sheepbreeders.ca
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However, overall mortality and pneumonia specific mortality
had P-values close to statistical significance, suggesting there
was approximately a 92% probability that the results observed
were due to the vaccine and not due to chance.

Ovipast Plus® - Finishing Phase Results

The number of lambs that entered the finishing phase, went
to slaughter, and production values by vaccine status and sex
are shown in Table 3. A total of 4091 (1046 unvaccinated, 2045
vaccinated) lambs entered the finishing phase, with a total of
3928 (1976 unvaccinated, 1993 vaccinated) processed. There
were no statistically significant differences (P > 0.05) in average

body weight entering the finishing phase, average final body
weight before processing, or weight gain during the finishing
phase between the vaccine groups (Table 3).

With single variable regression analysis, overall mortality was
not statistically different between vaccinated and unvaccinated
lambs (4% and 3% respectively, P = 0.15) nor was mortality
from pneumonia statistically different (1.5% vaccinated, 1.0%
unvaccinated, P = 0.26). Two per cent of the lambs in each of the
vaccinated and unvaccinated groups received antimicrobial
treatment for pneumonia (P = 0. 49). There was no difference
in weight gain during the finishing phase. Further regression
analysis, including carcass data, is pending.

Table 1. Descriptive statistics for lambs in the pre-weaning phase of Ovipast Plus® bacterin trial.

Unvaccinated Ovipast Plus® P-value 95% Cl (totals)
Rams | Ewes Total Rams Ewes Total Total Unvaccinated | Ovipast Plus®
Lamb movements from
induction to weaning:
Number entered vaccine trial | 1312 1231 2543 1316 1195 2511 NA NA NA
Number died | 190 160 350 (14%) 205 156 361 (14%) 0.56 NA NA
Number removed from trial 35 41 76 (3%) 26 28 54 (2%) 0.07 NA NA
Number weaned | 1088 1030 | 2118(83%) | 1085 1011 2096 (83%) NA NA NA
Production Outcomes:
Average birth weight (kg) | 4.2 4.0 4.1 4.2 4.0 4.1 0.41 4.08-4.15 4.03-4.11
Average weaning weight (kg) | 15.7 14.9 15.3 16.1 14.9 15.5 0.17 15.11-15.44 15.33-15.66
Average days to weaning 50 51 50 51 51 51 0.004 50.25-50.68 50.74-51.53
ADG (kg) (birth to weaning) | 0.23 0.21 0.22 0.23 0.21 0.22 0.17 0.216-0.222 0.219-0.225
Treatment and
Pneumonia related
outcomes:
Treated with antimicrobials | 396 313 709 (28%) 380 300 680 (27%) 0.54 NA NA
Treated with antimicrobials
for pneumonia | 363 274 637 (25%) 334 258 592 (24%) 0.24 NA NA
Died from pneumonia 24 12 36 (1%) 24 9 33 (1%) 0.85 NA NA
Table 2. Descriptive statistics for lambs in the growing phase of Ovipast Plus® bacterin trial.
Unvaccinated Ovipast Total 95% CI
Rams Ewes | Total Rams | Ewes | Total pvalue | Unvaccinated Ovipast
Lamb movements from weaning to
end of growing:
Number entered growing phase 1088 | 1030 2118 1085 | 1011 2096 NA NA NA
Number died 32 27 59 (3%) 21 20 41 (2%) 0.10 NA NA
Number removed from trial 5 7 | 12(0.5%) 6 8 14 (0.5%) 0.82 NA NA
Number at end of growing phase 1046 999 2045 1066 | 979 2045 NA NA NA
Production Outcomes:
Average weaning weight (kg) 15.7 | 149 15.3 16.1 | 14.9 15.5 0.16 15.11-15.44 | 15.33-15.67
Average weight at end of growing
(kg) 29.1 26.6 27.9 29.5| 264 28.0 0.48 27.58-28.19 | 27.74-28.34
Average days in growing phase 34 34 34 34 33 34 0.06 33.60-34.45 | 33.07-33.86
ADG (kg) (weaning to end of
growing) 0.39| 0.34 0.37 0.39 | 0.35 0.37 0.08 0.36-0.37 0.37-0.38
Pneumonia related outcomes:
289
Treated with antimicrobials 175 114 (14%) 168 | 115 | 283 (14%) 0.9e NA NA
Treated with antimicrobials for
pneumonia 80 39 | 119 (6%) 76 43 119 (6%) 0.99 NA NA
Died from pneumonia 14 9 23 (1%) 6 6 12 (0.5%) 0.10 NA NA
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VIDO - Pre-weaning Interim Results

The VIDO vac cine trial is ongoing. The final trial lambs were
weaned on October 19th, 2022, and all lambs have entered the
finishing phase of the trial. Interim numbers on enroliment,
number weaned, as well as production values by vaccine status
and sex, are shownin Table 4. A total of 4874 (2453 unvaccinated,
2421 vaccinated) lambs were inducted into the trial, with 4215
lambs weaned (2146 unvaccinated, 2069 vaccinated).

With single variable regression analysis, there was no
statistically significant difference in overall mortality during the
pre-weaning period between vaccine groups (10.5% vaccinated,
9.0% unvaccinated, P = 0.08). Pneumonia specific mortality
(2.5% vaccinated, 2.0% unvaccinated) was not statistically

different between the vaccine groups (P = 0.69). Pneumonia
treatment rates were 26% in the vaccinated group and 23%
in the unvaccinated group and were statistically different
(P = 0.03). Gain from birth to weaning was not statistically
different between the two vaccine groups (P = 0.92). In the
epidemiological models that included sex (ram/ewe), birth
weight, artificial colostrum, litter size, and vaccine status, there
were no significant differences in any of the four outcomes by
vaccine status.

Currently, 1379 of the total 3993 lambs have entered the
finishing phase and been processed. The remaining lambs will
be processed in April and May 2023, bringing the vaccine trial
to a close. Post-weaning analysis is currently in progress. Final
trial results are expected this summer.

Table 3. Descriptive statistics for lambs in the finishing phase of Ovipast Plus® bacterin trial.

Unvaccinated Ovipast Plus® P-value 95% ClI (totals)
Rams Ewes Total Rams Ewes Total Total Unvaccinated Ovipast
Lamb movements from induction to weaning:
Number entered finishing phase 1046 1000 2046 1066 976 2045 NA NA NA
Number died 41 23 64 (3%) 50 31 81 (4%) 0.18 NA NA
Number removed from the trial 4 3 7 (0%) 5 6 11 (0.5%) 0.48 NA NA
Number with inal body weights 1020 983 2003 1036 957 1993 NA NA NA
Number processedProcessed 1002 974 1976 1010 942 1952 NA NA NA
Production Outcomes:
Average weight entering finishing phase (kg) 29.1 26.6 27.9 29.6 26.4 28.1 0.39 27.57-28.18 | 27.76-28.36
Average final weight prior to slaughter (kg) 56.8 54.7 55.8 56.8 54.6 55.7 0.72 55.54-56.00 | 55.48-55.95
Average days in finishing phase 82 115 98 82 113 97 0.80 96.76-99.94 | 95.30-98.33
ADG (kg) (entering finishing phase to
slaughter) 0.35 0.26 0.30 0.35 0.26 0.31 0.18 0.30-0.31 0.30-0.3
Treatment and Pneumonia related outcomes:
Treated with antimicrobials in finishing phase 41 18 59 (3%) 36 21 57 (3%) 0.57 NA NA
Treated with antimicrobials for pneumonia in
finishing phase 26 10 36 (2%) 27 15 42 (2%) 0.92 NA NA
Died from pneumonia in finishing phase 13 8 21 (1%) 19 11 30 (1.5%) 0.26 NA NA
Table 4. Descriptive statistics for lambs in the pre-weaning phase of the VIDO experimental vaccine trial.
pP-
Unvaccinated VIDO value 95% ClI (totals)
Rams | Ewes Total Rams Ewes Total Total Unvaccinated Ovipast
Lamb movements from
induction to weaning:
Number entered trial 1225 | 1228 2453 1243 1178 2421 NA NA NA
Number died 116 | 105 | 221 (9%) 131 122 | 253 (10.5%) 0. NA NA
Number removed from the trial 41 45 86 (4%) 53 46 99 (4%) 0.32 NA NA
Number weaned 1068 | 1078 2146 1059 1010 2069 NA NA NA
Production Outcomes:
Average birth weight (kg) 4.2 4.0 4.1 4.1 3.9 4.0 | 0.002 4.07-4.16 3.98-4.07
Average weaned weight (kg) 159 | 15.2 15.6 15.9 14.9 15.4 0.10 15.41-15.75 | 15.26-15.58
Average days to weaning 51 51 51 51 51 51 0.34 51.16-51.58 | 51.12-51.49
ADG (kg) (birth to weaning) 0.23| 0.22 0.22 0.23 0.21 0.22 0.63 0.219-0.225 | 0.218-0.224
Treatment and Pneumonia
related outcomes:
Treatment with antimicrobials 353 291 | 644 (26%) 377 326 703 (29%) 0.03 NA NA
Treatment with antimicrobials
for pneumonia 320 255 | 575 (23%) 338 285 623 (26%) 0.0 NA NA
Died from pneumonia 27 16 43 (2%) 32 27 59 (2.5%) | 0.117 NA NA
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Domestic Semen Collection Program

Asof July 1,2022 CFIA has implemeted a new domestic semen
program for sheep and goats. We are ver y pleased as OC Flock
has lobbied for this for many years and assisted in developing
the original draft program back in 2010. Semen produced
under this program has no movement or use restrictions within
Canada. Semen collected under this program is NOT eligible for
export.

FLOCK ELIGIBILITY

«  no quarantine measures imposed on the flock/herd
. herd/flock is considered free of tuberculosis (M. bovis)

. herd/flock is considered free of brucellosis (B. melitensis)

ANIMAL ELIGIBILITY

«  Animals must be identified with an approved indicator
prior to inspection and testing. Animals are examined
and confirmed to be healthy and free of infectious
diseases (including bluetongue and scrapie) and
hereditary defects (donor animals

«  Animals to be tested MUST be moved to a separate area
of isolation (approved by the accredited veterinarian,
based on the criteria listed below)

The on farm isolation area where donor bucks / teasers are
kept should ideally in a physically separate building or room
from than the rest of the flock. This can also be an outdoor area
of a paddock provided proper shelter is provided. If a separate
building or room is not available, at minimum there can be no
nose to nose contact between the donor males / teasers and
other animals and appropriate husbandry practices should
be in place to prevent disease transmission between animals
of lesser status. Once approved, the accredited veterinarian
completes the Annex 2 “Approval of the Isolation Area” to
provide to the Center.

SHEEP
CFIA LAB, LETHBRIDGE, OTTAWA

. Brucellosis (B. melitensis)
. fluorescence polarization assay (FPA)
+  Ovine epididymitis (B. ovis): CF
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STHYACINTH
. Maedi-visna: ELISA

GOATS

On Farm

«  Tuberculosis (M.bovis): an intradermal tuberculin test
using bovine purified protein derivative (PPD)

LETHBRIDGE, ST HYACINTH

. Brucellosis (B. melitensis)
. Fluorescence polarization assay (FPA)
«  Caprine arthritis/encephalitis: ELISA

The Certificate of Health for Entry into a Pre-Entry Isolation
Facility of a Semen Production Centre (Form 1634) signed by
the accredited veterinarian responsible for approving the
isolation and performing the testing must be provided to the
centre veterinarian.

On Farm Collection

Once located in an approved isolation area on farm and all
tests are returned negative, semen collection can legally be
done on farm, IN A CFIA APPROVED LAB, under the supervision
of a Center veterinarian, holding a permit to collect and process
semen.

Semen can be collected and transported to our approved
lab if less than 4 hours away. A mobile lab is required for more
distant collections.

OWNER PROVIDES

Approved isolation area and testing done by accredited
veterinarian

«  Must be accredited for TESTING - Brucellosis and TB as
well as ANIMAL SEMEN PRODUCTION CENTER - Sheep/
Goats on their accreditation agreement

Female teaser(s) to use for collection of the rams/bucks

«  OC Flock will provide supplies and instructions to have
the teasers “in heat” on the day(s) of collection
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- Teasers will also need to be tested the same as the males

Electro ejaculation is a last resort and generally yields poorer
semen for freezing

Costs

Isolation Approval and Testing
«  Veterinary time and travel
«  Sample shipping

+  CFlIAfees

«  Goats will have travel x 2 as TB is injected and then read
72 hours later

All accredited vets will have their own fees
Travel for Collection

Collection and Processing

Minimum Day Rate $2,000.00
Collection jumps each $75.00
Semen processing/collection $200.00
Straws frozen and passed/straw $3.00
DNA to lab per CSBA requirements

for sire to register Al lambs/sire $75.00

While it can be convenient to keep animals at home, the risk
of them not collecting or having poor semen on any single
day of collection is much more costly if they do not produce
freezable or quality frozen semen as the minimum day rate will
be charged regardless of the collection outcome to cover time
and costs.

A depositof $2000is required to book on farm collections
A refund of $1800 will be made if cancelled at least 30 days
prior or if all sires for the day fail pre collection testing

On Center Collection
OPTION 1
Pre entry isolation and testing on farm
Delivery to OC Flock facility with negative test results
Includes for 50 straws $1,000.00

+  Upto 30days board
Training and collection jumps
Semen evaluation and process

+  DNA to lab per CSBA requirement
Straws frozen and passed/straw

Additional
>30 Board per day

$3.00

$6.00
>50 Straws frozen and passed/straw  $10.00
OPTION 2

Delivery to OC Flock facility for pre collection isolation and
testing

This is a good option if there are no accredited vets local to
the farm, and/or the flock has a known negative or presumed
low risk status for MV/CAE as Brucella and TB positives are
extremely rare.

$500.00
return

Pre entry isolation and testing
14-21 days for test to

Includes for 50 straws $1,000.00

«  Upto 30days board
Training and collection jumps
Semen evaluation and process

+  DNA to lab per CSBA requirement
Straws frozen and passed/straw

Additional

$3.00

$6.00
>50 Straws frozen and passed/straw  $10.00

>30 Board per day

For the 2023 season, on center collection will be offered at
the Bentley facility. It is anticiapted that we will have DOMESTIC
collection sites in BC, Ontario and Atlantic Canada but DO NOT
HAVE THESE CONFIRMED YET and collections in these regions
will not likely be available throughout the entire season.

A $500 deposit is required to book collection space
which is limited and will be alloted on a first come first
serve basis from mid September to early January.
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OLDS AUCTION MART LTD.

4613 — 54" Street, Olds, AB. T4H 1E9
PH: 1-877-556-3655 or 403-556-3655

SELLING ALL CLASSES OF SHEEP & GOATS
TUESDAY AT 12:00 PM (NOON)
AT OLDS AUCTION MART.

Competitive Commission Rates, No Yardage Charges.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO CONSIGN LIVESTOCK
CONTACT: Al Breemersh 403-877-2031 or visit www.oldsauction.com

Have you Been Looking for a Listing of the

Following Industry Contacts:
. Markets for your lambs and sheep

Sheep feed, equipment and supplies
Shearers
Wool buyers and depots

Canadian Co-operative Wool Growers (CCWG)- Distributor of
CSIP tags for AB

Veterinarians
Feed and water testing laboratories
Sheep value chain roundtable resource catalogue

All of these contact lists are available on the ALP website under
the Industry Info tab, Industry Contacts or https://ablamb.ca/index.

N'ewesline

N'ewesline: Sign up for N'ewesline now! Subscribers
receive free sheep industry news as soon as it happens.
Make sure N'ewesline has your current e-mail address.

No junk, jokes or spam, only timely news and information
that could benefit your operation.

E-mail info@ablamb.ca and request to be added.
We rarely send attachments, logos or pictures so it is quick
and easy for you to view.

php/industry-information/industry-contacts

Disclaimer: ALP in no way endorses the service providers or their
services listed. While care has been taken to ensure that the contact
information in these lists is as accurate and as up-to-date as possible,
ALP cannot be held responsible for missed information or errors. Please
contact ALP for any corrections or changes.

ALP’s on Facebook!
“Like” or “follow” us to keep up to date:
https://www.facebook.com/AlbertaLambsProducers/

™ Albers Lamb Company ™

Buying:
Feeder Lambs, Fat Lambs, Cull Sheep

Contact: ROGER ALBERS
780-777 -7416
alberslamb@hotmail.com
www.alberslambandgoat.ca
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CLASSIFIEDS
Selling or buying Purebred Registered Sheep?

The Canadian Sheep Breeders’ Association (CSBA) is dedicated
to representing the Purebred Sheep Breeders across Canada.
Purebred Registered Sheep signifies they have been registered
with the Canadian Livestock Records Corporation (CLRC) and a
certificate of registration will be provided with the sale of the
animal. These records can be found online at
www.clrc.ca and is the responsibility of the seller to pay for
and initiate the transfer of the registration to the buyer. These
records will indicate the pedigree information and ownership
status. We encourage you to confirm the animals you are inter-
ested in, are in fact purebred registered animals.

Under the Animal Pedigree Act, it is an offense to offer to
sell, contract to sell or sell, as a purebred, any animal that is
not registered or eligible to be registered as a purebred by
the association authorized to register animals of that breed
or by the Corporation.

If you are interested in purchasing any animals or are new to
the industry, don't hesitate to reach out to any of the CSBA
Board of Directors. CSBA is an organization of over 1100 breed-
ers of purebred sheep across Canada, representing over 40
breeds of sheep.

www.sheepbreeders.ca

Classified ads are available free to Alberta producers. In
addition to being published in the newsletter, they are
available on-line under News and Advertising at hitp:/
www.ablamb.ca/index.php/news-advertising/advertising.

Email info@ablamb.ca or fax 403-912-1455 or call 403-948-
8533 to place, amend or delete your classified ad. Alberta
Lambs Producers does not endorse or promote any of the
advertisements or advertisers in the N'ewesletter.

4H Lambs

Contact one of your ALP Directors if you have lambs
suitable for 4H project lambs or are looking for 4H lambs.

SHEEP & LAMBS - For Sale

TIME TO RETIRE! ROMANOV FLOCK DISPERSAL: Consisting
of 52 highly prolific Romanov ewes. 21 bred to lamb in
Apr/2023 (pregnancy scanned January 27)- 11 bred back

to Romanov rams, 10 bred to Charollais rams. Ages 2 to 7
years. Also 26 Romanov ewes exposed to rams February 9th
to March 6th - 16 exposed to Romanov rams, 10 exposed

to Charollais rams, 2 to Canadian Arcott ram. Ages 1 to 5
years. For sale Romanov ram battery consisting of 10 rams
of various bloodlines ages 1 to 5 years. Please contact Judy
Buck at 780-712-0970

Polled & Horned Dorset breeding stock available. www.
coyoteacresranch.com. Contact coyoteacres@gmail.com or
call 780-614-0569

Shropshire breeding stock available. www.
coyoteacresranch.com . Contact coyoteacres@gmail.com or
call 780-614-0569

Sheep Trax Canadian Arcotts available. www.
coyoteacresranch.com . Contact sheepncats66@hotmail.com
or call 403-741-8597

Suffolk & Dorset yearling rams & ram lambs. Grande
Prairie, AB. Email heartvalleysheep@gmail.com. Call or text
780-978-4705

Ewe Lambs Doe sale! 30-40 January Born Suffolk cross
(mostly Dorset, some Cheviot); Ready for pickup late April/
early May. Asking $400; Located in Donalda, AB. Contact
Becky Dixon 403-740-4658

Schieck Livestock - Quality purebred Southdowns, and
commercial Dorsets. Breeding stock available. Standard
Southdown new lambs. Purebred — no papers; DOB Mar
10/23; Have had colostrum, Vitaferst, docked and going well
on bottle/bucket. Breeding level quality. Price: $150.00 each.
Our Southdowns are a medium sized sheep, with a large
focus on traditional characteristics. Located by Two Hills.
Contact nmrs.business@gmail.com, or find us on Facebook.

Rideau Arcott ewe lambs and yearling ewes. Commercial
breeding stock, purebred, non-registered, available from

a closed flock. Genovis scoring is available. Frisco Farms,
Siemen & Terah Vandermeer. Located in Rocky Mountain
House, AB. Contact Terahvdmeer@gmail.com or 403-418-
6441

Excellent Selection of Canadian Arcott Breeding Stock.
Yearling Ewe lambs and Rams (Semen tested). Please contact
Oxbow Ranch: Rudy & Darlene Stein at oxbowranch2013@
hotmail.com or 780-674-3732 or 780-284-9507

Registered Katahdin Rams and Ewes. Central Alberta.
Contact http://cravenfarmskatahdins.ca/ or cfksheep@gmail.
com

Rambouillet and Suffolk X Rambouillet ewes, exposed to
rams to lamb October/November. 250 available. $325.
Lethbridge area. Contact: 403-382-0885

Sheep and Lambs, Sky Blue Farm - Donald Johnston.
Registered Canadian Arcott Yearling and lamb rams; Yearling
and ewe lambs also available. Contact Donnelly, AB 780-837-
1770

Canadian Rideau Arcott lldefrance cross ewe lambs. Age
12 months. Please contact Paul at 403-332-2267

Dry Lake Ranch AB Ltd, Rod & Bernadette Nikkel,
Registered Canadian Arcott breeding stock. Yearling rams
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and bred yearling ewe lambs. Ewe lambs due to lamb June
1, 2023. Rams will be semen tested and scrapie genotyped.
Please contact @ robenikkel@gmail.com, 780-674-6805 or
780-284-9805 cell

Purebred Dorset ram lambs, born Feb 2021. Good mid
style sheep with shorter legs and deep bodies. From
registered stock but unregistered. $500.00. located in Rocky
Mountain House, AB. Please email Birchwoodart@gmail.com
or call 403-418-5425

PUREBRED HAIR SHEEP: BREEDING RAMS - St. Croix
(prolific, maternal excellence, parasite resistance, height/
length/smaller bone/low fat for high meat yield). Royal
White (impressive bulk, rapid gain) FOUNDATION

EWES - White Dorper and St. Croix available. All clean
genetics, excellent conformation, optimal health of
closed flock. MARKET LAMBS - Royal White (rapid

gain with no grain, high yield, premium meat). Monte
Lake, BC. Farm, patriciawithharmony@gmail.com, www.
harmonyfarmkennelandlamb.com or 250-375-2528 or Cell
250-682-8538

Purebred Suffolk Breeding Rams - not registered. Born
mid Feb/22. British influence strong and thick rams. Have
a few with American influence. Great sires for weight gain
& fast growth. From twins or triplets; fully vaccinated &
dewormed. Available for sale beginning of July/22. Call or
text. 780-284-4760

Icelandic ewes, wethers and rams, both registered and
unregistered, mixed colors and patterns, horned.

Clean, closed flock. Contact Sarah at Rogue Ranch at
sarahtonowski@gmail.com 780-901-5337

Registered Polled Dorset ewes, ewe lambs, rams and ram
lambs. Closed flock, excellent health, prime breeding stock.
email tpfrancis@mcsnet.ca or Patricia and Terry Francis 780
675-9490

Corriedale sheep. Dual-purpose breed producing, good
quality carcasses and high pelt value. Corriedales are known
for their docile dispositions and are excellent mothers.
Contact lan Zoerb located Brooks AB. jozoerb@msn.com 403-
793-0618

Purebred Charollais Yearling rams. Well-muscled, long
bodied rams with excellent ADG for superior butcher
quality lambs and great easy lambing replacement ewes.
fieldstone@telus.net. 780-499-0066

Isle of Skye Cheviots: Registered North Country Cheviot
Ram Lambs and Ewe Lambs available. Our NCCs make an
excellent choice for breeding your ewe lambs. Easy lambing,
hardy and thrifty. Contact Susan at www.isleofskyecheviots.ca
or www.facebook.com/isleofskyecheviots 403-588-3808
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Purebred Suffolk yearling & lamb rams. Yearlings have
been semen & vet checked. Long, deep-bodied, well-
muscled rams. Charles Iwan, Taber 403-331-7984

Canadian Arcott registered Yearling Rams. Ewe lambs also
available. Taking new lamb crop orders. Email
sheepandewe@gmail.com or 403-55-7794

Sheep Lake Suffolks. Registered Suffolk ram lambs & ewe
lambs. Contact Mike 780-307-3385 and follow Sheep Lake
Suffolks on Facebook

Moonshine Dorsets. Registered and purebred Dorset ram
and ewe lambs. Traditional conformation. Call Raelyn at 403
746-2140

Alberta Sheep Breeders’ Association (ASBA) members are
your source for registered breeding stock in Alberta. Join
today! 1-866-967-4337, www.albertasheepbreeders.ca

Parker Stock Farm. Glen and Kathy Parker. GenOvis
performance tested Suffolk breeding stock. www.
parkerstockfarm.com, parkerstockfarm@xplornet.com, 403-
443-7220

Need more meat? Charollais rams and ewes. Performance
based selection OPP-Neg dshalfdiamond@gmail.com or 403-
224-2463

SHEEP & LAMBS - Wanted

Wanted: Feeder or fat lambs, cull sheep and all classes of
goats in Acme or Stony Plain, AB. Call Roger Albers at 780-
777-7416 or email alberslamb@hotmail.com.

Wanted: Feeder lambs and culls in High Prairie area. All
sizes and types. Animals weighed, no shrink. Clients emailed
price/Ib weekly and can decide if they want to deliver.
Hauling possible. No commission fees. Call Eric Verstappen
780-536-6740, pref. 8 - 9 PM.

DOGS

Puppies to give away! We have 8 puppies mixed male and
female. Mom is Pyrenees and Bernese Mountain Dog and
Dad is Maremma. For more info, email pgist586@gmail.com
or call 780-352-1080 or 780-361-8758 (cell)

Pure Maremma male dog. Vet checked, dewormed, first
shots and ready to go! Comes from awesome parents.
Excellent Guardians, very affectionate, friendly and totally
devoted; working very hard keeping coyotes and predators
away from our sheep. Please call 780-361-5511

Great Pyrenees dogs. 3 males born Oct/2022. Raised in
with sheep, goats & horses. Out of excellent working lines
with strong instincts. Already protecting flock and are doing
well during lambing. Strong breeding focus on minimal
wandering instincts. Located by Two Hills AB. Email nmrs.
business@gmail.com or text 780-993-2037
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Purebred Maremma puppies and young dogs. We have
imported a male and female from Finland to provide new
Maremma bloodlines. We have puppies available from
Finland sire and our locally raised Maremma females. These
dogs love their stock and keep a close eye out for predators.
We live in prime coyote country and have never lost a sheep
to predators. Call or text Tyler Untinen 780-621-7120

Purebred registered Border Collie puppies in Beaverlodge,
AB. Parents are our working dogs. For full details and
pictures, check out our website — u2kennels.com 403-357-
8610

Maremma guard dogs. Various ages. Raised on-farm and
on-pasture with sheep. Outstanding, good-natured parents.
Very reliable. The coyotes are the ones with the problems!
Located near Carstairs, AB. Contact Richmond at 403-586-
5638

Inukshuk Professional Dog Food: a high energy dog food
for your hard-working livestock guardian dog. For details
and pricing, please contact Karl: at lonevalleyfarmltd@gmail.
com or 403-971-3426

MISCELLANEOUS
(Equipment, Employment, Services, etc.)

New Let-Tack Lamb Milking machine for sale. New
aluminum hopper included. For more information, email
sheepandewe@gmail.com or 403-575-7794

Looking for a new mineral/mixed vitamin infused
molasses that you can use for a feed supplement or to help
make poor feed better for the sheep? Contact Rod English
780-307-2531 for more information or to place your order!

Looking for Custom Livestock Hauling? Contact Cody
Coupland from Rainy Creek Farms at 1-403-877-0799 or
at codycoupland@gmail.com. Based in Bentley, AB. Hauls
Canada and US wide. 20" x 7" is $100/hour, 42" x 8" is $135/
hour

Looking for an experienced 4-H Sheep judge? Or someone
to do clinics on showmanship, fitting and judging? Niki
Schieck is based out of Two Hills AB, but willing to travel
throughout the province to give clinics and judge shows.
Years of experience with a very hands-on approach with
members. Can work with groups of any size, age and
experience level. Also willing to host clinics at her farm.
Contact 780-993-2037 or nmrs.business@gmail.com

Custom Woolen Mills would like to buy your coloured
wool (black, greys or multi-coloured sheep). We cannot
accept hair, kemp, extreme chaff or paint in the fleeces.
For further details, contact Custom Woolen Mills Ltd.
Carstairs,www.customwoolenmills.com or 403-337-2221

John Beasley Professional Shearing Services. Available
anywhere in western Canada. All flock sizes. Specializing
in low stress, kind and efficient handling of ewes. Early
booking and volume discounts. Contact John Beasley at
403-857-9236 or kelsey@integrityranching.com

Integrity Ranch is proud to offer the following services to
the lamb industry: Forage and cover crop seed for lamb
finishing and ewe wintering; 24’ freestanding feed bunks,
reduce waste, keep lambs in; full line of nutrition products
and consulting specifically designed for sheep and goats;
buyer of lambs and ewes. Please contact John 403-857-
9236 or kelsey@integrityranching.com for more details. www.
integrityranching.com

/\ BEAVER HILL AUCTION SERVICES L'TD.

aH

"The Market dedicated to the sheep and goat industry."
PO Box 957, Tofield AB TOB 4J0

Phone: 780-662-9384 Fax: 780-662-3615

Wes tern Canada’s Largest Regular Sheep and Goat Sale

ResnibrSals at (11:00 a.m.)

2nd and 4th [¥ercEyy every month from Jan to Jul

Weekly MerncEEyy Sales from Aug to Dec (except holidays)
Sunday receiving hours - 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.

« The best buyer support from across Canada.

Order buyers representing local meat packers
as well as meat packers on the West Coast,
Ontario and Quebec.

Pre-book your animals with Doug at 780-777-4540.
Market reports available at WYAYAYH ocEN M S HonS(Eein
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Sheep Calendar

Open Farm Days - Site Management

Calgary Aggie Days

Deadline for Open Farm Days
Registration

Animal Nutrition Conference of
Canada

17th Annual Pound Maker Ram Sale
Badlands Spring Select Ram Sale
2023 4-H on Parade

2023 Parker Stock Farm Production
Sale

Farming Smarter — 2023 Field School

2023 Fibre Week at Olds College
Morinville Colony Sale

Deadline for July 2023 N'ewsletter
2023 All Canada Sheep Classic

Webinar

Calgary, AB
Alberta

Montreal, Quebec

Fort Macleod, AB
DMLS On-Line

Calgary Stampede
Grounds

DMLS On-Line

Lethbridge, AB

Olds, AB
DLMS On-Line

On-Line

Barriere, BC

When

Apr 17 www.eventbrite.ca/e/planning-your-farm-spaces-site-
management-tickets-452402236267

Apr 19-23, Calgary Stampede | Aggie Days
Apr 30 Host Farms | Alberta Open Farm Days

May 9-11 Animal Nutrition Conference of Canada - Animal Nutrition
Association of Canada (anacan.org)

May 25 www.poundmakerrams.com
June 2-3 The Badlands Select Sheep Sale | Halkirk AB | Facebook
June 1-4 4-H On Parade presented by Brandt | Calgary Stampede

June 10-11, 2023 Parker Stock Farm (https.//parkerstockfarm.com)

June 15 2023 Field School - Farming Smarter (https://
farmingsmarter.com/event/2023-field-school/)

June 16-22 Fibre Week (oldscollege.ca)

June 16-17, 2023 Contact John Wurz
morinvillecolony@gmail.com or 780-818-9634

June 20 Home - Alberta Lamb Producers (ablamb.ca)

July 6-8 Canadian Sheep Breeders Association

Please e-mail info@ablamb.ca or call 403-948-8533 to provide details of your event for the N’ewesletter and website sheep calendar.

4 )
Alberta Lamb Producers Board of Directors 2023
Director Phone Email Location County
Emilie Rowe, Chair 403-915-5497 emilie@ablamb.ca ArrowWood Vulcan
Jordan Allen, Vice Chair 403-923-4858 jordan@ablamb.ca Rocky View County  Rocky View County
Judy Buck, Finance Chair 780-712-0970 judy@ablamb.ca Yellowhead Yellowhead
Jolene Airth, Vice Finance 403-968-6436 jolene@ablamb.ca Rocky view County  Rocky view County
Chair
Richard Boscher 780-870-1876 richard@ablamb.ca Kitscoty Vermillion River
Nicole Schieck 780-993-2037 nicole@ablamb.ca Two Hills Two Hills
Vacant, Director
Raelene Schulmeister, 403-741-4772 raelene@ablamb.ca Castor Paintearth County
Director in Training
ALP Office—Executive Director, Ashley Scott, 403-948-8533, info@ablamb.ca
Address: Agriculture Centre, 97 East Lake Ramp NE, Airdrie, AB T4A 0C3
Fax: 403-912-1455
L www.ablamb.ca for producer information, www.albertalamb.ca for consumer information )
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PICTURE BUTTE Picture Butte Auction Ltd
W 110071 Hwy 25, P.O. Box 640, Picture Butte AB, TOK 1V0
403-732-4400 - operations@picturebutteauction.ca

www.picturebutteauction.ca

The Feed Store Regqgular Sales
at Picture Butte Auction

We are a 2W Livestock
Equipment Dealer!

Every Saturday:
- Misc., Hogs, Sheep, Goats, Llamas,
and Horses sell at 10:00am
- All classes of Cattle sell at 11:30am

ALSO:

Every 2nd Saturday of the month
- Sheep & Goat Specials

We are now your local source for
bagged feed for all your livestock! Looking for a new
handling system for

your sheep?

2W offers a

AND WITH lightweight,

Odd N Unusual and Equipment easy-to-
Specials throughout the summer! assemble

Open during sales and by appointment system perfect
UPCOMING SPECIALS

) for small
Custom Orders Avallable Easter Lamb Sale #2: April 1st 10am estook!
) ) Sheep & Goat Sale: April 15 10am '
Current Inventory and Prices available Sheep & Goat Sale: May 13 10am We can help get you set up.
anytime on www.picturebutteauction.ca Sheep & Goat Sale: June 10 10am Give Brad a call at 403-732-4400

G Proudly Manufactured
in Canada

X6 reader and FarmWorks Shearwell tag reader

New look, same great program!

Record what matters to you
Create reports you can use
Pick better replacements
Speed up animal handling

111

Lightweight

Simple to use

Built-in memory

Links to iPhone or Android

Erona Farms Ltd. / Shearwell Canada support & sales
780-674-9564
www.eronafarms.ca sales@eronafarms.ca







